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* Nowis Christ risen. Srom the dead, and become the first fruite of thet that slept!” 
—1 Cor. XY. 20. Paci. 


NO. 3.) CARL RAGE? MARCH 1835. (VOL. IV. 


NOTE. 


Tne resurrection of our Vord Jesus has been styled the pivot on which the whole 
evangelical machinery turns; and if this is true, then his death may, with equal pro- 
priety, be styled the basis from which that pivot is projected, and, without whieh, it 
could néf pave been infixed — If one is the capital of salvation, the other doubtless is 
the basis for unless Christ bad first died he could not have been raised. While, there- 
fore, the genera! resurrection and eternal life mantle upon his resurrection like grapes 
upon the vine or the vine herself upon the olive, his resurrection rises from the solid 
ground of his death, without which, the beautiful creations of ‘ife, immortality, and 
joys unfading 1m the heavens— numerous as the dewdrops on the boughs of the 

rést, never could have flourished in the barren soil of this dreary world. 

Ought not the death of our Lord Jesus to be well understood by all his followers 
and by the laboring brethren in particular? Undoubtedly, for as well might that man, 
who knows not how to lay and square the foundation of an ordinary edifice, claim the 
honors of a renowned architect, as that laborer who is ignorant of the death of Christ, in 
its varioug relations and us@l, arrogate to himself the distinction of an intelligent pro- 
claimer of the gospel. We are the inmates of the glorious temple of this great Universe, 
id which are God and Chigist, and the Spirit of God, saints aud sinners, men, angels, 
and devils; and, asthe death of Christ isa b primary article of Christian belief, we may 
eonceive that its relations are both numerous and interesting. But if it reaches upward 
ty heaven and downward to hell, and affects even the extremes of creation the upper and 
the nether worlds, we have a right to believe that the focus of its effects 1s in the world 

where consequently, that we are supremely interested 

‘Christ. 
this precious fact. 
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Evangelist. 


DEATH OF CHRIST. 
NO. 3. 


It has been proposed i in 1 these papers, to investigate the death of 
Christ, in the several accidents of its identity, attributes, relations, 


uses, and afises. In our last we spoke of matter, and of things 
and their generalization and classification by means of the pri- 
mary, secondary, and specific qualities. This we did, not because 


it formed necessarily, part of our subject so to do, but because it 
seemed illustrative of the manner we wish to pursue in the ex- 


amination of our subject, namely the death of Christ. 
But in regard to facts, qualities or attributes are of very subtle 
research; for although their generalization is common and we 
of natural, political, and religious facts at readily as we do 
of natural, moral and religious things, yet the accidents on which 
, classification proceeds are not so obvious; and, therefore, 
for the present that part of our inquiry which relates to 
the atutbutes of the death of Christ as a matter of fact and the 
laws of classification, we shall in this paper attend to the subject 
@f the relations of the death of Christ as: noted in the Holy serip- 
tures—a branch of our theme which at this period of the inves- 


pS may possibly lay more witbin the reader's apprehension. 

Of r elation —By relation, | mean such particular connection 
between any one thing and all others to which it is related as that 
_ it shall be able to affect them either in state, life, or happi ines, &c. 


Now, as things are either natural, moral, or relig‘ougy@nd all 


natural, moral, and religious things are, in the present state, linked 


together and stand variously. related to one-another, 
lations are either natural, moral, or religious, or mixed. 
Natural relations denote those connexions which, 
things of the external world have been framed and adapted : om 
nature of man as a being endued with sensation, and reas6m, and 
animal, and intellectual life, &c. Some of these relations are be- 
nevolent, some of them are hostile to his life and happingss, aud 
by consequence impress him with the sentiments of good and evil, 
pleasure and pain, misery and happiness. 
“ Social relations” is an expression intended to denote the ¥: veri. 
ous connections formed by alliance, consanguinity, friendship, and 
citizenship among mankind as politically united in this mortgl 
state. These relations are intimately connected with our life and 
happiness, and fre juently operate with great intenseness in thet 
production of good and evil, pain and pleasure. * 


| 


i 
* 
» 
wee 
i 
+ 
} 
te 
4 
i | 
i 
Be 
. 
ei ar. 
i 
; 
by 
i] 
ei 
a 
| 
| 
| 


* 


Finally,—religious relations the several aspects with 
whiclt the persons and things of revealed religion are framed and 


adapted to the wants and nature of man for whose use it has Bet 

been promulgated in the world. Christ, his life, and public of- a 
ficiations, his elevation to heaven, his resurrection, and finally, his oat 
death, which is the subject under consideration, are all variously ia 
related to our happiness and misery, and are a savour of life unto bee 

life, or of death unto death, according as we use or abuse them. Re 

What then are the relations of the death of Christ? 3 Tee 

The scriptures describe the death of Chris, as related, Ist, To eae 

Christ himself. 2nd, To God. 3d, ‘To the Spirit of God. 4th, To tM: 
simers. Sth, ‘Vo saints. 6th, To the Jewish nation, &c., so that Matt 

this fact, in some way or other, affects not only Christ, but God an 
himself, the Spirit of God, and saints; and sinners, and the Hy eS 
Jewish nation, angels aod devils. Ven 

The relations which the death of Christ bears to himself are bse Kf 

either natural or moral; and they respect either his person’ 
spirit—his mind or his body aha 
Having laid hold of the seed of Abraham and not of angels, ent 
. the Lord Jesus, like those whom he had determined to save, pos- a ieep 
sessed, as some have expressed it, “ agrue body andareasonable 
soul ; ” and accordingly, like others, his body was susceptible of i 
increase and maturity, and his mind of progressive improvement _ eit: 
end perfection; or, in the words of scripture, “ iné Lore Jésus in- 
creased in wisdom and in stature.” ye 
, But again, like the seed of Ahraham, he was subject to mo ater 


or death; and before he could become the accomplished leader ot 
. all saints and the High Priest of men, it behooved this element of 
r mortality to be desecreted from his adorable person. This could 
d @  beeffected only by changing the mortal for the immortal state, and 


< this again could be brought about in only one of two ways, namely, 
by transmutation like that which is to pass upon the saints who are 

e alive and remain athissecond coming, or by death. He chose the 

e latter, namely death, as-alone adapted to the purposes of his mis- 

d sion, and to the confirmation of that hope of eternal life which it 

a is the boast of Christianity to have promulgated. 

d The death of Chri&t then is evidently related to his resurrection, 


i, and this relation is noticed both By the Prophets and Apostles, and 
7 by the Lord Jesus himself. First, Isaiah says, ‘If he make his 
soul an offering for sin he shall see a sced.’ Paul notices the 
relation in these words: ‘ And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to death, even the death 
nd of the cross; wherefore, God has highly exalted him, &c. And, 
het athe Lord Jesus says, ‘J lay dowh my life that I may take it 
again” He laid down his life then, i in the present state in which 
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* Phe Evangelist. 


death has dominion, in order that he might take it again, in that 
state inwhich death shall have no dominion. om 
_ But the royal offices which the Lord Jesus was to fill, called for 
.. perfection‘of mind, as well ds immortality of person ; and therefore, 
“ his reasonable soul” required to be exalted to maturity of wis- 
dom and sensibility, as much as his “true body” required to be 
clothed with immortality andyeternal life. This perfection of the 
soul was rendered indispensible in the Saviour, by the fallen, weak, 
suffering, and sinful condition in which he found us in this world: 
This relation between the menfal perfection of the blessed Re- 
deemer and his death, is variously spoken of by Paul. Jt be- 
hooved him, said he, in bringing many sons to glory to make the 
captain of their salvation perfect through suffering. — 
Now then, we have seen that the death of Christ bares a rela- 
tion to his resurrection, and to the perfection of his character. 


_ But what is the nature of the relation? I answer, that the rela-— 
_ tion which obtains, between his death and resurfection, is one of 


PHYSICAL necessity; and that which subsists between his death 
and the moral perfection of his mind, is one of Mora. necessity. 
But it mav be inquired, What_do you mean by necessity here? 
Well,—when two things are so connected as that the latter cannot 
_ exist but by the former, then the relation is one of necessity. For 
_ Instance, before a grain of wheat can partake of the a of 
a new mode of existence it must quit its hold of its former n 


of existence. The trunk ofa tree is necessarily dependent on the - 


root, and both of them on the seed; and this is what I mean by a 


relation of necessitv. ‘There is then a relation of moral necessity — 


existing between the death of Christ and the perfection of his soul ; 
and a relation of physical necessity between his death and the re- 
surrection of his body; or in other words, the last two things, 
namely his resurrection and perfection could not have obtained 
without the first, to wit: his death. 

Seeing then we have a great High Priest who on account of 
the suffering of death, has been crowned with glory, and honor, 
and made higher than the heavens, and who, in regard to sympa- 
thy, has been perfected by the suffering of death, anc is ever touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities, may I not in the words of the 
Apostle say to the reader (if he is a disciple)? ‘ Let us, there- 
fore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.’ a | 

TOR. 
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REVIEW. 


“ THe union or CuristiaNs For THE CONVERSION OF THE WORLD—~ 
A Sermon, delivered in Madison. Ia., April 20th, 1834, by the Rev. 
Andrew Wylie, President of Indiana College. Printed by J. Lodge & 
E. Madison, 1834.” pp. 17, 8mo. | 


(Concluded from page 39, No.2] 


That the Doctor calculates on al!, ultimately, becoming Presbyterians under 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, provided it be not too rigidly interpreted, 
appears from the choice of Biblius. 3 


“* Biblius has been converted by reading the scriptures, and ig convinced, by the same 
means, that he onght to make a profession of christianity. This he cannot do, without 
attaching himself to some particular charch. To what church shall he attach him- 
self? Inorder to determine this question he has read the published standards of all 
the churehes ground, and has looked at the character and usages which distinguish 
them. In his own mind he has made a selection; and. accordipgly he comes to the 
seasion of some particular Presbyterian church, and says “ I have examined your Con- 
fecssion of. Faith and the chagacter and usages of yourchureh I think there is some- 
thing in both not according to the Scriptures, but they come, on the whole, rather 
nigher to that infallible standard thap those ofany otherchureh IT will state to you 
my difficulties without reserve ;" 1 ask, pow, on the supposition that the character of 
Biblius is unexceptionable, shonld he te admitted? If so, what becomes of your rigid 
mode of interpreting the “ Confession of Faith"? If ypt; do you not put this book, of 
human composition, in the pl=ce of the Bible?” 


The Chistes of Puith must be wsed—that is, it must be assented to and 
subscribed in order ” membership in the church: but it must not be abused, by 
interpreting it ¢” rigidly: for in so doing you would put this book of human 


composition i place of the bible! Who does not see that the use of the Con- 
fession Of Aith is a use of it for assent and subscription? whether it be 


gidly liberally interpreted alters not the casey—the use of it for this purpose, 


és peins it in place of the bible, and is abusing the book of divine inspiration ; 
W. does not: but Biblicus will seeit, 


Under the second head of “ mysteries of religion,” the Doctor places rege- 
neration. ‘This and many more things of like nature, he says, “we eannot 
understand.”? ‘The physical, metaphysical, spiritual regeneration of the West- 


minster Creed we suppose the Doctor here.to mean. This is truly mysterious: 


but not so that regeneration about which Jesus discoursed with Nicodemus, 
and of which Paul speaks in his epistle to Titus, | ‘ Excepta man be bor of 
water and spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.’ “ But when the 
goodness and philanthrophy of God our Saviour shone forth, he saved us, [chris 
tians,] not on account of works of righteousness which we had done, but ac- 


tording to his own mercy, through the bath of regeneration, and the renewing o 


the Holy Spirit.” Every babe in Christ understood this matter in apostolic 


times; and every intelligent disciple of Christ, who has both his eyes open, 


understands it at the present day: for every such disciple has been born again, — 
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Under the third head of ceremonies of religion we have the following re- 


lt i fee “Tt Christianity has but two ceremonies, and in neitber of these has the mode been 


“ Yet a strange disposition still exists to renounce this liberal spirit of the gospel, and 

to bring the church im bondage again to the yoke of ceremonial observances, .With 

some this has been actually accomplished ; and immersion has teen put for a new 
heart and a good life.” i 


_ The two ceremonies referred to in the first of these remarks are, doubtless, 
immersion and the Lord's supper: and we agree with the Doctor, the mode in — 
neither of these isprescribed. The Saviour commissioned his apostles to go 

into all.the world and publish the glad tidings to the whole Creation :— * Go— 
disctple and immerse,’ said he ; but how immerse ? whether face or back forward 
we are not informed.” As immersion, however, is by Paul called burial; we 
think it highly suitable that persons to be immersed should be laid in the water, 
as persons to be-buried are laid in the grave. But about the mode of immersion 
we will notcontend; nor will we about the mode of attending,to the Lord's 
supper. Though the first Christians probably partook jin a reclining posture, 
yet if we eat and drink of the elements appointed by our Lord in remembrance 
of him, and thus distingyish his body and blood; whether we sit, stand or 

kneel, when doing it, (as no mode is prescribed) we believe we are accepted by 
him. 


But who are they that put immersion in the place 01 q new heart and @ good 
life?’ certainly no sect of Baptists do so, who are know, jy our country; and 
we know not the name of the people professing Christiatsy who do $0 any 
where. | 


If such people there be, (and the Doctor speaks of some such in v4 jfa: ative 
mood) we can only say, we are sorry for them; and if they will puts. ceives 
in our way we will ¢each them the way of the Lord more perfectly. Th. leeone 
of the gospel which we believe and preach, stand arranged thus: Ist, Fax 5 

- Jesus asthe Messiah and Son of God: thathe died for our sins according to t., 
scriptures, that he was buried and rose again on the third day, according to the 
scripture. 2nd, Repentance and Reformation and a new heart. 3rd, Im- 
mersion, into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 4th, Remission of sins; Sanctification, Justification, and adoption 
into the family of God. 5th, ‘The Spirit of Adoption erying in our hearts Abba, 

Father, caused hy the renewing of the. Holy Spirit poured out richly upon us 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour: and 6th, Being justified by his favor, and 
made heirs acccording to the hope of eternal life; a life of godliness—a life ¢ 
active obedience to all the Lord’s commands in the present world, 


‘Tims is the word of truth and love | 
Sent by the Spirit from above— 


This universally pre , believed and obeyed, will make all 
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The Evangelist. 55 


SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 


Che 


rar, following proposition in all its parts has, we hope, been ne sus 
tained by proofs from the Holy Scriptures, namely, that 
Christ will come a second time (into— this world) from- heaven,. with his 


angels, on his throne, to a cloud, suddenly, unexpectediy, and every eye shall 
see him in a in the tw ofan eye, like lightning. 


We shall now proceed the proposition, namely, 
That, 
When Christ comes in the cldéuds of heaven, his disciples will be raised 

from the dead, such of them as are alive will be‘thanged, and all of them 

be caught up at one and the skme time into the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so be for ever with the*Lord. 


What an illustrious proposition! Shall the fol'owers of the Lamb inherit 
incorruption? Shall they be raised and changed, and ascend to the clouds 
to meet theigeoming Lord in the regions of the air? O whata glorious hope 
is the hope of the saints! This is indeed to give them beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. 

To ktm then who sitteth upon the throne and to the Lamb be glory for ever 
and ever. .&men. 

When Christ comes in the clouds his disciples will be raised ° oom the dead. 


Proor. ‘ For asin Adam all die. 80 in o Christ shall all be made alive: = every man 
in his own order: Christ the first fruits; afterwards they that are his at ‘his Coen — 
i Cor. xv. 23. 


This plain scripture answers all the purpose of a demonstration ; it were im- 
possible to quote, or to deliver, an oracle on the resurrection of sintien at 
the coming of Christ, more perspicuous than it. It proves the proposition 
above submitted incontrovertibly, infallibly * Those that are Christ’s at his 
coming’ Kc. 

- But it is a singular mystery, or revelation in our religion, that some of the 
disciples will be alive, and on the earth at the second Advent of the Redeem- 
er: therefore, the apostle says, in the conclusion of his famous discourse, in 
Chap. xv. 51, S4, from which we have already quoted, 


* Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, bit we shall all be changed. 
ina moment, in the twink ling o an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead. shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall bé cianged, r this corrup- 
tible must put on incorrnption. and this mortal must puton immortality. So when this 

_corruptilie shall put on inecerruption, and this mortal shall put on immortality, then — 
hall ht to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory’! 
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The Evangelist. 


The same oracle is reiterated by the apestie, in 1 Tess. Chap. iv. 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18. 


I wou!d not have you to be brethren, concerning them which are 


my that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no ho For if we believe 

esus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep 9 Jesus will God bring 
anf him. For this we say unto Pant the word of the Lord, that we which are alive 
and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 
For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the vuice of the 
archangel, and withthe tramp of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first : Then 
we which are alive end remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

~—._Wherefore comfort one another with these 


These citations cover our entire proposition in all its paris, ro] de emonstrate— 
irrefragably, that when the Lord Jesus comes a second time.his disciples will ~ 
be raised and — and caught up together into the clouds to meet him in 
thé regions of the air!, The clouds, then, are the place of rendevaus for Jesus 


and bis immortalized saints. 

In the meantime we take the liberty of saying to the saints who read the 
Evangelist, Look at the scriptures alread y quoted, and behold your hope! Is 
it not the gathering together of us to him in the clouds? Aye, that it is, for if 
this much is not true, then you have small reason to aceredi: the proposition, 
that, “Jesus the Nazarene is the Son of God.’ The words employed to 
ciate and prove this proposition are not more authoratative, or more senptural, 

© or more easily read, or understood, or remembered, or quoted, than those em- 
ployed to State ‘and sustain tha!. Will you then refonn? Wl you purify 
yourselves? Will you trim your lamps,—awake,—and hold yourselves in 
readiness to meet the bridegroom? Remember what is written! ‘* Those 
who were ready went in with him to the marriage and the door was 
shut Blessed God, how awfully wi]l many who profess to fear thee be 
disappointed in that day? The thought even now is enough to break up the 
fountain of life within a man and make him sweat drops of blood! 

To sinners we would say, What a case—what an awful case is yours! 
Is Christ come once and about to come a second time?. Yes. And must he 
find you, even at this late day, without all knowledge of himself, aliens from 


the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, with- - 
out hop® in the world. Alas' alas! do you dare the terrors of his brow 


and the lighting down of hisarm? = It is written, * Zell the wicked it shall 
be ill with him.’ ’ 

* Jesus our Lord will come from heaven, on his throne, with his angels, in 
¢ the clouds, suiddenly, unexpectedly, like lightning, and every eye shall see 
‘him. Ina moment in the twinkling of an eye his sleeping saints will be 
* raised and his living ones change!, and both of them at the same instant be 
¢ caught up to the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall they be for 
* ever with the Lord.’ © 

But where will the Lord be?—Aye, that is the question. Will he be ir 
heaven, or on earth, or in hades,—Or in the sun, or in the moon, or in the 


£3 a =. gtarst_ Or will he, with all his saints and angels, remain for ever in the clouds 


the place of glorious rendevous for these immortals? 
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ETERNAL LIFE. 


“ Eternity! thou pleasing, dreadful thought 1" 


Tuners are certain objects in Nature of which we can form no 


_ adequate idea. Some, like the primordial elements of matter, 


are so exceedingly minute as to escape our notice even when we 


_ are aided by the microscope. Others, like the visible Universe, 
_4re_so vast, that the human mind, with all the power of imagina- — 


tion, and the researches of science assisted by the far viewing 
telescope, is unable to reach their distant boundaries. Just so 


it is with some of the principles or attributes of spiritual exist-_ 
ence, and the coe gpg af may be considered as em- . 


bracing both extremes, since liféis a principle so subtle as to be 
wholly inscrutable, and capable of being possessed by the small- 
est animalcule; while eternity, incalculably vast, stretches itself 
far beyond the grasp of the highest intellect. This expression, how- 
ever, although it passes the power of the understanding fully to 
comprehend it, and defies all accuracy of definition,* we are far from 
being unable in some measure to understand. For when definition 
fails, we are accustomed to avail ourselves of comparison, and by 
the brilliant light which it affords, are enabled to prosecute our 
search into the deeper recesses of the temple of knowledge. 

What then is life, and to what can it be likened? It does not 
consist in the abundance of what we possess—in riches or honor. 
[tis “ more than meat,” and better than raiment, for “all that a 
man has will he give forhis life” [tis the giftof “ wisdom”—and 
* precious,” for there is nothing “ better” except the “ loving kind- 
ness of the Lord!” It is compared to the limpid “ fountain”, 
to the pure “ water”, to the “light” of heaven. It is a “crown” 
of joys and a reward of “ victory.” As offered to men through 
Him who is emphatically “ the life”—* our life”—the “Prince 


¢ There are perhaps no terms so hard to define as eternity and life. They defpthe 
powers of thought and language, and indeed have never been correctly defined by any 
one, Eternity cannot be defined without referen-e to time, and the idea of time neces- 
sarily invulves some period of duration, which is wholly incompatible with the idea of 
étermty. Life is known only by ts effects, and is equally incomprehensible It is 
ti Ae see the vain attempts of some to define it. Brown conceives It to be irrita- 
bility. Bichat on the other hand informs us that it is “ the aggregate of the functions 
** that resiet death”; which perhaps has no meaning at all, and, at all events, is rather 
a contrast than a definition. Another gravely asserts with magisterial importance 
thatitis ugar! “ Heat,” says he, “ is life and cold is death” !! We trust we shall be 
excused for saying that this seems to be rather an infammatory doctrine, and somewhat 
dangerous withal in its results, for if life be Acat, eternal life must he eternal heat; con- 
sequently the promise of eternal life is nothing but the promise of eternal heat, and it 
might be questionable if this could not be more fully enjoyed in hell than in heaven. 
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The Evangelist 


of life”, it is not a “shadow which appeareth for a little time 
and then vanisheth away :” it is not to pass away as the “ wind”; 
it is not to be “ removed as a shepherd's tent”; or to be “cut off as 
a weaver’s thread”; for “ the Lord is the strength of our life, and 
our portion forever. ” 

Death, on the other hand, is compared to “bitterness,” to en- 
gulphing “ waves”, to snares, pains and terrors, to gloomy 
“ chambers” and a dark « valley” It ts the “ wages” and the 
“ fruit” of sin, itiga “sleep”, a “shadow”, a “sentence” and 
an “enemy.” | 

How striking then is the contrast and how dear, how inesti- 
mable is life! Who then can appreciate the love of Hor who for 
our sake “ counted not his life dear unto him”, but “ poured out 
his soul unto death,” and “gave his life a ransom for many !” 
who hath redeemed our life from destruction and hath crowned 
us with mercy and with loving kindness! Well indeed may we 
say with the apostle, if, sp’ ‘ritually minded, we seek the “ life of 
God”, that “neither Lirk nor vearH, nor angels, nor princi- 
- palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 


© nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able 


“ to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lérd.” * 

The greatness of the love of God, however, can be more fully 

rceived when we consier the imsor" ant relations of eternal life. 

t is related then first of all to God himself, who being the bounti- 
ful giver of every good and ‘perfect gift, is the giver therefore of 
eternal life. “ The gift of God is eternal life though Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” How rich a gift! how great a present! how noble 
a benefaction conferred by the majesty in the heavens upon a 
creature whose origin was from the dust! As it regards this re- 
lation it must be considered 4 necessary one, since eternal life is 
necessarily an attribute of the divine nature. This however can- 
not be said of the next relation which we shall notice, viz., that 
which subsists betwoen eternal life and man who receives the pre- 
cious boon. We cannot conceive of there being any necessary 
or,natural connection whatever between man and eterna) life. It 
is not inherent in his nature, for he is mortal, made of the dust, 
and therefore naturally related to corruption and death rather 
than to life—earth to earth—<ust to dust. This relation subsists, 
therefore, wholly by the appointment of God and is entirely de- 
pendent upon his will. It has seemed good in his sight to present 
this blessing to man for his acceptance, and the relation conse- 


_ quently may be considered as an established or arbitrary one 


arising not from the necessity of the case or from the nature 
of man, but wholly from the divine benevolence. 
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It might be made a question here, what species of relation 
subsists between angels and eternal life? Angels differ in their 
nature from men: Christ, it is said, took not on him the nature of 
angels, but that of the seed of Abraham; and from all we know of 
these glorious spirits we have reason to conclude that the relation 
of eternal life to them is a natural one—thatisto say: It isa re-. 
lation in accordance with the nature which. God has given them. 
Thus, the roots of an apple tree have a natural relation to the 
earth; while to engraft an apple tree with a scion from a 
peach tree would be to institute an arbitrary relation between 
them. Eternal life then is something superadded to man with 
which his original nature was not endowed, and which renders 
him “ like the angels”, as the Saviour beautifu!ly said of those 
who should be counted worthy to obtain the resurrection of the 
dead—“ they cannot die any more, for they are equal unto the 

els” . 

To proceed, however, there is another very important relation 
of eternal life, viz., to the means through which it is bestowed:— 
“ the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Christ then is the channel through which this blessing flows to 
us by the appointment of God, and as he is the Son of God, and con- 
sequently partakes of the same nature, eternal life sustains to hym 
the same relation that it does to the Father. But Christ was not 
only the Son of God, butalso the Son of man. He partook, there- 
fore, both of the divine and of the human nature. Now since 
eternal life was an essential attribute of his nature as the Son of 
God, so mortality was necessarily related to him-as the Son of 
Man; and while, as possessed of the human nature, it was neces-— 
sary for him to die, as possessed of the divine nature, it was 
equally necessary for him to rise from the grave; there- 
fore, the “ pains of death were loosed”, “because,” says Peter, 
“it was not possible that he should be holden of it.” These 
two natures then thus wonderfully united and blended together 
were not to be separated,and by the mighty power of God, Christ 
arose triumphant from the grave “ the first fruits of thein that 
slept,” having “abolished death” and “ brought light and immor- 
tality to light.” lo Christ the divine was united to the human 
nature—io those who through him obtain eternal life the human 
is united to the divine nature; he “ descended from above”, we 
ascend from beneath ; mortality therefore, bore thé same arbitrary 
relation to Christ, that eternal life does to us.. But when the two 
natureg are united together, a new relation obtains, and eternai life 
becomes a necessary attribute of that new compound nature. 
which is the result; or in other words, as mortality became a_ne- 
cessary attribute of Christ, when he assumed the human Nature — 


so eternal life hecomes a necessary attribute of those who become 
partakers of the divine nature. 
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And is it even so that men are made partakers of that glorious 
attribute of the divine Being, eternal life, and that it is really 
as necessary an attribute of the new nature which they are to 


enjoy, as of ‘Him who is blessed forevermore! How transporting 


the thought—they cannot die any more! Death has no 
dominion over Christ now—he will have no dominion over 
those who are Christ’s then! For it is worthy of remark that 


the same thing is said of those who become partakers of Christ — 


with respect to life, as is said of the Father and the Son. “ As 
the Father has life in himself,” says Jesus, “ so has he given to 
the Son to have life in himself.”"—John, v. 26. |The expression, 
«¢ he has life in himself,” conveys quite a different idea from the 
declaration ‘he has life in him’, for while the latter merely in- 
dicates the possession of life, the former denotes that life is an 
essential attribute of the person of whom its possession is pre- 
dicated. Now the Saviour after representing himself as the 
means through which eternal life is to be obtained, under the ap- 
propriate symbol of bread—the bread of life, after declaring that 
his flesh was therefore “ meat indeed” and his blood “ drink 
indeed,” expresses himself ‘thus:—Joun, vi. 53, “ Except ye 
eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in yourselves,” as it ought to be translated, for it is precisely 
‘the same expression, changing the singular for the plural, as is 
found in Joun, v. 26, and consequently ought to be rendered in 
the same way. “ You have no life in you” js rather an unmeare 
ing phrase, and has been commonly understood as referring to the 
spiritual hfe received by partaking of the Lord’s Supper from 


time to time; but this whole passage respecting Christ as the 


bread of life, is misunderstood when it is supposed to relate to 
the supper, since these things were said before the supper was 
instituted, and have no more reference to it than they have to 
faith, repentance, or any act of obedience whereby we can lay 
hold upon Christ, to which acts or principles indeed, the acquisi- 
tion of eternal life is sometimes attributed because they are 
the means through which we receive Christ. Thus it is said “ he 
that believeth on the Son hath life’—“ God has granted the 
Gentiles repentance unto life’—“ Christ isthe author of eternal 
life to all who obey him, &c.!” We find, then, that the Saviour 
afhrms the same thing of his people with regard to eternal life 
which he predicated of himself and, the Father, and that those 
who do eat his flesh and drik his blood have life in themselves: 
“ AsI live bv the Father, he declares in the same comnection - 
even so he that eateth me shall live by me.” __ 


~~ How great then is the gift of God through Christ! how desir- = 


able, eternal life! how elevating the hope ot honour, glory and 
immortality! bow high the distinction of being taken from the 
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dust, and permitted to enjoy with angels the divine attribute of 
perpetual existence; of being transformed into the image of 
the Son of God, and having our bodies fashioned like unto his 
glorious body! Let us then, brethren, “so run that we may ob- 
tain’, let us “ continue in well doing”, let us “ be faithful unto 
death”, and we shall receive a “ crown of life”. And now may 
honour, and riches, and glory, and blessing be ascribed to Him tha, 
sitteth upon the throne and to the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen 


REFORMATION: 
NO. 1. 


Wuat wonders have been accomplished by man! He has invented science, 
and reduced it to system. He has organized states, and adomed them 
with the arts of peace, or strengthened them with the munitions of war. 
He has by his divine “art? subdued the elements and made the mos 
subtle influences of Nature, whether optical or mechanical, electrical or 


magnetic, yield to his grand designs. Having discovered the relation which 


. 


the products of the soi} bear to his life and happiness, he has in all age. 


availed himself of this discovery, and so vexed and teased in cultivating 
with spade and plough the earth, that her fertile lawns and vallies—he, 
plains and undulating hills have flourished with the blessings and ornaments of 
life. The ocean, even that most wonderful of all the creatures of God, the 


> 


‘ 


tumultuous ocean he has subdued and tamed to subserve his lofty enterprize. 


4 


‘ He goes down tothe sea in ships and traces the footsteps of the eternal in the 
mighty waters’, and supplies with the riches of foreign climes, the poverty and 
deficiencies of hisown. He even * grasps the winds in his fists’, and tames the 
tempestuous blast. * He rides upon the storm’, and by his art calls down the 
‘lightning out of the clouds’. * He weighs the planets in a balance’, and lays the 
measuring-line over the sun himself; He understands tides, and calculates equi- 
noxes, recessions, and eclipses, for thousand of years tocome! What isit that 
has not been accomplished by man? What is it that He cannot perform? 

But the wonder is increased when his achievments are contemplated rela- 
tively to the small number of bis natural powers; for notwithstanding the im- 
mensity and variety of his works; notwithstanding his endless elaborations of 
science—his innumerable arts of peace and of war; notwithstanding the 
magnitude and boldness of his enterprize, his active powers do not exceed 
in number these three: the powers of acting, speaking, and thinking! Yes, 
all the endowments which the animal phenomenon man can boast, are 
those of thought, speech, and action ;—all that has been effecied from the day, 
of Abel and Tubal-Cain down to the present time; the towers, and walls, and 
banging gardens of Babylon,--- Babylon herself with all her palaces and tem- 


6 


a 
% 
> 
; 
3 4 
we 
ce. 
% 
tz 
4 
4 
Pe ¥ 
Ere 
4 
| 
$3 
a 
» 
% 
» 
» 
| 
| 
am 
> 
4 
& 
| 
is 


62 The Evangelist. 


ples, the empires of Cyrus and Alexander, of the Ptolomies and the Caesars 
have a common origin, and spring forth finally, from these active energies in 
man, viz., the powers of speaking, thinking, and acting. Thoughts, words, 
and actions are in*man, therefore, the prime and original organs of good and 
evil; and seeing this is the true state of the case, how necessary it is that these 
organs or powers should be subdued and inade to operate in the best way. How 
necessary it is that they should be brought under law, and turned to the noblest 


purposes. 


Having premised so much, let me turn towards the reader. Thou art a 
Christian! Well, thou hast a noble master who never did evil, but went about 
constantly doing good ;—one who wasa personification of all the virtues; the 
prince of life, the captain of that invincible band, who through faith and 
patience, hope to inherit the promises! What then is the distinction which 
thou hast gained, or after which thou aspirest among those immortals, and be- 
fore the Lord that bought thee? Thou desirest eternal life! Ah, this is glori- 
ous, and highly befitting thee who wast made in the image of the deity! 
Meaner things are indeed unworthy of thee; on this great thought thou mayest 
without a blush expencdall thy powers! But what are thy ideas of eternal life? 
That it shall be given away and dispensed to fool and philosopher, to the king 
and the beggar, the good andthe evil indiscriminately, like the light poured 


from the fountain of the sun, or the cooling breeze that diffuses its silken infiu- 


ence through all the variety of men and things? Be not deceived, beloved, but 
do thou reflect upon the grandeur, the high and infinitely glorious object of thy 
ambition—ETERNAL LIFF, to which indeed no other created Goop can be com- 
pared! Inextent how bouniless---in compass how vast! embracing in its 
capacious bosom the untold endless and infinitely diversified enjoyments of 
heaven! O the riches, the unsearchable riches of eternal life! O the bliss of 
hearen! 


Say—Shall [ dwell with him in glory there, 
As many years as atoms in the air? 

And when they're past as many vet behind 

As leaves of forests shaken with the wind? 
When these are gone as many on their march 
As starry lamps that gild the spangied areh? 
When these are a< many to ensue 

As spires of grass on bill, and dale that grew? 
When these are gone as many millions more 
As grains of sand upon the s nking shore? 

Or moments in the millions past before? 
When all these happy years have flown amain 
And multiplied by countless rounds again 

’Till numbers drown the thought-——say—shall I be 
The happy child of vast eternity? 


Yes; if thou once attain it; but thatis the question. Attain it’ you exclaim. 
Yes, I reiterate the expression—Attain it. Is not, you say, Christ my Lord 
* risen from the dead and become the first fruit of them that slep’? My hope 
is founded on a sure, a we)i-attested and magnificent fact. 
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Brother, thou reasonest well; in the resurrection of thy glorious Lord thou 
hasta sure foundation on which to build. Butdost thou build?) Remember it 
is written that he who is the author of eternal life was himself perfected by obe- 
dience to his father; and that that life will be given to those, and those only, 
who obey him as he obeyed his Father. * The gift of God is eternal life thro’ 
Jesus Christ our Lora’. 

To come to the point: What is the condition of thy active powers? Dost 
thou keep thyself so thatthe wicked one touches thee not? Or hast thou thrown 
open the citadel of thy heart to the darts and fiery missils of the enemy? What 
are thy actions, thy words, thy thoughts? forthe Lord most holy has said, thou 
shalt not only do no evil, but thou shalt net speak evil, thou shalt not think it. 
* Why do evil thoughts arise in your hearts’? ! 

But more particularly reader, Hast thou ever tasted the luxury of being 
silent? O itisa calm and God-like virtue; softas the evening's closing eye, 
and still as the level lake when Christ superior to the winds and waves, ex- 
claimed, above the tempestuous storm, *pracc—se stitw’. * If any man 
offend not in teord the same is a perfect man, and able to keep in-subjection 
the whole body. In aword reader, let us examine the relation which ous 
holy profession bears to the government and use of those great and active natural 
powers, viz: the powers of thinking, speaking and action. 

And, to begin with speaking, [ ask you again, Hast thou ever tasted the lux- 
ury of being silent? Asall thephenomena of the external world may some- 
times easily, and always finally, be traced to the operation of some active 
agent or first principle, so a thousand matters which distract the soul, impair 
our spiritual stength and render life miserable, may he taced to the untamed 
agency of our thoughts, our words, or our actions, many of them indeed, directly 
to our words. When we consider what has been accomplished by the tongue 
among mankind, we are struck at once with admiration and solicitude: admi- 
ration for its unrivalled powers, aud solicitude for tre misdirectiOn of these pow- 
ers. Speech is peculiar to man, and the distinguishing ornament of human 
nature but it is susceptible of misdirection and may be made to subserve vicious 
and unnatural purposes. Some people are always talking except when they 
are asleep; and some indulge so immoderately in the use of their tongues 
whilst awake that they cannot be still even whilst asleep and so chatter non- 
sense at the dead of night. 

Art thou a father at the head ofa family? Be not then surprised if the mis- 
rule which thou beholdest within the circuit of thy little kingdom, (for a man’s 
family is his kingdom) the insubordination, the confusion, captiousness, bad 
temper, bad language, and bad behaviour are owing to the indiscreet use 
which thou thyself makest of the best gift, the power of speech; be not sur- 
prised if all the evils which afflict thy family be resolvable ultimately into the 
misuse which thou makest of thine own tongue. The cause is adequate to the 
effect. Butif thou doubt it, * Behold also the ships which though they be so 
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* great and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very 
‘ small helm whithersoever the pilot wishes. James, chapter jii. verse 4. 
See that first-rate man of war, her bulk is wonderful; she has on board a 
thousand men; her provisions, drink, furniture, &pparel, are for many months, 
and she has besides 100 pieces of heavy ordinance, yet with all these is she 
turned around with singular ease by means of that small agency—the helm, 
which in comparison to the whole isa mere scantling. * Behold how great a 
fire a little . kindleth’, says James, chap. iii. 5. 

PHILIP. 


Corresponrde ice. 


DR. BENNETT. 


Boston, January 15, 1835, 
Dear Brortner, 
As I am personally unacquainted with you, I crave pardon 


for the liberty I take in addressing you this short letter. I will state the object 
of my communication in short. Within two months past a man by the name of 
Bennett, M. D. L. 1.. D., has introduced himself to some of the Christian 
preachers in the East, professing to be the Chancellor of the Indiana Univer- 
sity, and also to be in connexion with the Christian denomination, &c. &c. 
He was received. He has conferred degrees upon various gentlemen, some of 
whom were worthy—others were not. ‘The degreesof D.D. and L.L.D. were 
conferred in some cases, in which A. B. would have been more than justice 
called for. The course he pursued was very unwise, if not disgraceful to 
any American institution. He has degraded the Indiana College,—very—very 
‘much, in the minds at least all men of letters. Now sir, in view of the 
above facts, I am induced, as a friend to seminaries, &c., as also to the Chris- 
tian connerion in the East and West, to make the following inquiries; 1, Is 
there in reality a University, at New Albany, in Indiana? 2, Is, or was, 
Mr. Bennett (who was advertised in the Harbinger) the Chancellor? 3. Had 
he the power of conferring degrees (on whom he pleased) for the term of 10 
years? 4, Have the trustees, or the corporation, any knowledge of the fact 
that he was, and still is conferring degrees on various individuals where he has 
been, or is still travelling? If you can, and will do me favor to answer the above 
inquiries, and give such other information as may be desirable, connected with 
the subject, you will greatly oblige me, and serve the cause of religion and 

I may here state, that I have never received a regular education at a literary 
institution, but have acquired what little I possess by my own private exertions. 
[I am nevertheless a decided advocnte of education. I wish that Schools and 
Colleges may be multiplied among us, as a free and liberal people. 


“ Knowledge is power”’. 
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‘Learning can never injire the church, if it be sanctified by a holy life, and 1* 
a zeal in the cause of God which is sae to knowledge, by those who bk 
teach. 
I will at a future time, give you some account of things in the East, if desired . Be, 
Yours, with respect, 1% bi 
JOSHUA W. HIMES. pack 
Elder WALTER SCOTT. 
Answer. 
Tu above letter came to us taxed with 35 cents postage, never- as 
theless for the satisfaction of the brethren in the East, and the a 
good of those concerned in the impositions of the person about eh 
e whom it is written, we give it a place in the Evangelist. This is | es 
the same Dr. Beanett who obtained a charter for what he called is 
the “ Christian Coleg”, , New Albany, la. He forged our names _ 
to the petition by which ‘he obtained the charter, and hoped after- on 
wards to make amends |v dubbing us doctors! Accordingly he af 
rained dowa his L.L D's, D.D’s., A.Bs., & A.Ms., like a show- ie 
er of hail. Bit his fortunes were e 4s il to his izaorance and his th 
impudence, tho’ beth of them were excessive; for he lost all cha- ¥: 
racter in Albany, or rather the people there soon found out what de 
we suspected, that he was a va: zabond of no character. a 
His whole doings ia this alfair appeared to us a 
soabsolutely beneath contempt, that though he garnished us with . 
the literary title of L.L.D., and elected us by a unanimous vote,’ 
President of the faculty, we did not even take the smallest notice of 4 att 
either him or his Colleze. sf 
In short, we think him a false brother and an impostor, a per- di 
son ofno solid learning and of very bad morals. Eprror. = 


The following letter is from Mr. Samuel Ross, Oxford, New 
York, one of the gentlemen who sailed with us in the S: eamboat, 
Planter, on our excursion to Virginia, tn January, 1834. We 
trust it will not be unacceptable to the reader; to us it is peculiarly 
deir as referring to a journey the most pleasing we ever per- 
formed in our life. We can never forget the sweet intercourse we 


Ses 


4 


enjoyed with Mr. Ross and the other passcagers Oa our way up - 
the river, and we hope the savour of it remains with others : 
besides us until this day. Eprror. f 
Oxrorp, New July Ist, 1834. 


I received 23 numbers of the Evangelist sometime in May, and very 
Jately the number for June. You will please to accept my very grateful ac.” 
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acknowledgments for your kind attention to a friend at so great a distance 
in the Chenango Valley. In the narrative of your “ Excursion to Virginia’, 
perhaps it would have been more correct to have used the word Methodist 
instead of Universalist as I have never been enrolled with any other 
denomination as a preacher and have acted independently of late years. 
However I care but little about the matter inasmuch as thé former society 
says “* Christ died for all’? and the latter, that “ all will be be saved for whom 
he died’’. 

About a week after I parted with vou I endeavoured to cross the river to go 
to Wheeling; I went over to the islaiid but could not cross the other part of the 
river on account of the ice; I had, however, a pleasant view of the place, but 
my attention was especially directed to the steamboat, Planter, still lying 
“ circumplicata glacie”’, This vessel immediately put me in mind of all those 
delightful emotions of Christian love and friendship which we enjoyed in her 
eabin and which I devoutly pray may continue until the consummation of all 
things. | 

We shall not soon forget the politeness of the captain, crew and passengers, 
for every one appeared anxious to make all the rest happy. And when it be- 
came known that there was a number of preachers on board, and that some 
of the passengers desired to hear preaching, how easily was every thing acco- 
modated to their and our wishes! ‘Those of a different taste politely withdraw- 
ing, or else conforming to those who seemed by their conduct to say with the 
Psalmist, “*O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord 
our maker”! There “ we sat down’’ and rejoiced ** when we remembered 
Zion’, and although we were a mixed multitude of different denominations, yet 
when one of the company said “ sing us one of the songs of Zion’? we did not 
answer as in days of old “ How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange 
and”? But with united heart and voices we could praise the Lord in such 
words as the following : 


“ ‘The hill of Zion yields 
A thousand sacred sweets 
Before we reach the heav’nly fields, 
Or walk the golden streets.” 


Should you ever happen to meet any of that company you will please to tell 
them that they still live in my affectionate remembrance, and that I hope to 
meet them in ** another and better world’. Oh my brethren! What is there 
upon earth to be compared to Christian friendship! “ Behold how good and 
¢ pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together ip unity, it is like the precious 
** ointment upon the head that ran down upon the beard even Aaron’s beard 
‘> that went down to the skirts of his garments, as the dew of Hermon and as 
“ the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion”, Ihave frequently _ 
thought over that scene of happiness there enjoyed free from all the cares of life, _ 
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surrounded by kind friends who loved us, amidst ‘the feast of reason and the 
flow of soul’, and have uniformly pronounced it some of my happiest hours in 
the Christian journey; and I feel the deepest emotions of regret when I consider 
the improbability of ever being present (tn this world) at such an union of dif- 
gerent denominations. Did it not remind you of that period when the Watch- 
men shal] all see eye to eye? When Ephraim shall notvex Judah and Judah 
shall not vex Ephraim? 

I crossed the river at Wellsburgh—went to Pittsburgh and took the route to- 


wards Olean Point, Etlicotville, Bath, Thaca, &c., and arrived at home about > ee 
~the Istof February, having encountered many-accidents peculiar tothe Winter 


season; but notwithstanding all the difficulties I made a very happy visit to 
Ohio, Kentucky, Pensylvania, &c., &c.; and never shal! I forget the kindness 
of my friends in those places: indeed, the kind treatment of the people gene- 
rally has left a grateful impression on my mind which can never, except by 
death, be effaced. I am delighted with the state of Ohio, and when I was with 
you I felt as if I must move my little family there; but I find that I can be 
_ happy anywhere, with the “ peace of God” and the friendship of my neigh- 


bours; and ifa certain admired poet had felt this I think he would not have | 


said ‘* Nemo contentus sibi sortem”. But whether I remove there or not, I 
hope I shall visit you and the rest of my friends there, if I am spared. 

I have received your papers in a very busy season ;—I have not had leisure 
to study them over as I wish; yet as faras I have read, I consider them a 
rich intellectual treat. 

[ love to hear a minister exhort his people to do that which is possible for 
them to do; and ecuangelion signifiesa “ good message’’. | 


- Your ideas of Baptizo appear to be scriptural, viz: immersion, submer- 
-gere. I know not what to think of taking the sacrament every First Day. If 


I may be permitted to express an opinjon on another subject it will be this, that 
after comparing our situation with that of the Primitive >étians and viewing 
the practice in its genera) bearings you will ultimately say with me, sot causa 
impellis me non abluere pedes. 

You will please to excuse my freedom of remark in the above while I assure 
you that I am exceedingly delighted with the Christian love and harmony which 
p.evail in your society, it often reminds me of the primitive christians. I de- 


voutly pray for your general prosperity as a society, and that God may especi- 


ally bless your labours for the good of his church, and that we may spend a 
happy eternity with each other. 
lam, dear sir, yours most affectionately, 


| SAMUEL ROSS. 
Rev. WALTER SCOTT. 
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The following is from a person exceedingly dear to us in the 
Lord; oneon whose bosom, almost fifteen years ago, we reclined - 
at supper, the Lord’s supper, with unspeakable delight; one who 
saw planted, in Bethany and at Pittsburgh, those scionsof the refor- 
mation,. which have since, to the astunishment and delight of 
him and thousands more, shot forth their branches, into the far 
distant west; that are now covering tbe Alleghenies and extend- 
ing their ramifications even to the east, and are fast blessing the 
whole with the sacred shade of their 


Mr. Fe). 1), 1835. 
Daan Brotner ScotT,— 


Though I often think of you, often! yes,every day and every 
hour of the day—yet I have never before, [ believe, taken my pen to address you on 
any subject; but surely you will not attribute this ommissionto a want of love on my 
part; for you know that I love you. | 

Our Bethany friends were last week, all in good health, Eliza excepted, and she was 
thought to be getting better. My family are well. 

As respects the ri tigious affairs of this neighborhood, they are not at all flattering; 
we live bere in the cold region of Quackerism, which is indeed colder, I think, than 
‘any other iam on earta; we have belkd our meetings for the most part at my house ; 
but we have now commenced in th:town of Mt. Pleasant. Father Campbell has been 
with us twice, and [expect will stay with us in this neighborhood the ensuing season 
and take ina range of about seven miles round. I baptized one person since I came 
here—Walter McFarland ; he isa subscriber for the Evangelist, and a fine disciple ; ; we 

in all about twelve in number. 

I expect son Grafton will locate in Mt. Pleasant this spring, whieh will be quite an 
addition to us as he isan intelligent discipte; but I fear we never can do much among 
the inhabitants of this town as they lie so farto the north that they can never be 
warmed ; yet the word of the Lord is as hammer and fire, and it may take effect; it 
may break or burn these northern hearts; the Lord grant it may, and to his name be 
the praise. 

About two weeks ago, a woman and ner two sons came our way and professed to be 
disciples; we treated them as such ard helped them on their way; they enid they were 
bound for Inc ianopolis 2nd would call on you,and that you were at their house in In- 
diana last fall,and had been at their former place of residence in Buffalo, New York. 
They tell a most dojeful tale—that on their passage down the Allegheny river, at a 
place called Pit-hole riffle, they were shipwrecked and four of the family drowned—the 
eldest three sons and one only daughter al! sunk in the boat, together with all of their 
goods, money, &c. They call themselves by the name of Pus,and are of low Dutch 
extraction. I wish you to inform me if you know any such people as I think they are 
ikely impostors, from some discrepancies in their stories as related by themselves.« 

The Pittsburgh disciples are at peace among themselves and are addressed alternately 
by 8. Haden and brothir Forester,in the afternoons ofthe Lord's day. hope they 
will multiply and illuminate that dark city and its vicinity. A. Campbell, I expect, 
will be with you before long on a tour to the south; may the Lord prospér him in his. 


way, and may the Lord bless you and make you a biessing in time to come as you 
have been in days that are past. 


Farewell dear brother, 

I remain, in the hope of a glorious brother inthe 
Lord. May he preserve usfromallevil, JOSEPH BRYANT, 

Dear brother. — 


Most they are impostors. 
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Spencer, Owen county, Ia., 
Brotuer Scorr,— 

Though unknown to you personally, nevertheless, I am an humble 
advocate of the cause for which you and many others plead; and having a desire to 
communicate good news, (as well as to recieve it) I would let you know that the cause 
of truth is on the advance inthis part of Indiana. [cannot say that accessions to the 
congregations are numerous, but so faras we have alreaily attained we hold fast. We 


are much ridiculed and misrepresented by those who should be engaged in a better 


cause ; but notwithstanding this, the more intelligent are beginning to see the beauty, 


the consistency, the excellency,and grandeur of the gospel which was preached by - 


the apostles, when fairly contrasted with the traditions of men. 
_ T have immersed several this season, and the prospects for good, in these parts, are 
more encouraging than at any former period. 

That faithful old servant of the Lord, brother James Hughes, has preached with us 
this week, on his way from Illinois (where his residence is,) to kentucky : he informs 
us that in Illinois the Lord's work isgoing'on gloriously. He to!d me he had within 
four or five months, immersed, where he travelled, about one hundred and forty persons 


on confession of their faith; other laboring brethren had immersed many more. .Op- | 


position runs high there ; but truth must and will prevail; because the Almighty will 
' sustain hiscause and those who will obey him and contend for his truth. 


For the sake of some of your readers will you please notice the following scriprure, 


Rom. 5and 6,“ For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for 


the ungodly.” Did the death of the Saviour give such strength to the new covenant : 


or his wil!, that we through the same receive strength to claim the blessings bequeathed 
tous inthe will? Or how did we recieve strength if the new covenant was not put 


in full force by his death? for the Apostie says‘ a testament is of no force while the 
testator liveth.” 


Will you please to give these things a little notice. 
I am your brother in hope of immortality 


THOMAS C. JOHNSON. 


ANSWER. 


«Did the death of the Saviour give such streng th to the new cove- 


nant that we through the same recieve strength to claim the 
blessing bequeathed in it”? 


T'o the beloved brother who wrote the preceding letter and put 
the above query, we ought long ago to have written an answer; 
but on account of some extra domestic business, and many other 
letters crowding our port-folio, we have been hitherto prevented. 


We now submit the following reply to the above query. 


1. We do not think that the connection warrants us to explain 
the 6th verse of the 5th chapter of Romans bya reference to the 
new covenant, because it is not under the idea and relations of a 


covenant that the Apostle is here discoursing on the christian reli- 
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2. In scripture the flesh is said to profit nothing without the 
Spirit which makes and keeps it alive. In reference to this it is 
said that those who are in the flesh or in a state of nature, are 
weak, in regard to the peiformance of righteousness, or in 
the words of the 6th verse, they are without strength. How then 
do they receive strength? [ answer by receiving the Spirit — 
Hence the Apostle prays for the Ephesians that they might be. 
strengthened with all might by His, God’ , Spirit in the inner man; 
and in the verse preceding the one under consideration the gift of 


the Spirit through Christ is expressly mentioned. ‘To be without — 
the Spirit of Christ is to be weak or in the flesh, and proves that 
weare none of his, ‘For if any man have not the spirit of Christ — 
he is ttone of his,’ but to have the Spirit is to be strong. ‘Ye are 
* says John, and it proves us to be Christ’s, ‘Know ye not that 
the spiritof Christ dwelleth in you unless you be reprobate. We 
shall now readthe 5th and 6th verses in connection. | 
‘Hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Swirit which is given to us; for 
when we were yet without strength,” &c. 
» Beloved please accept assurance of all christian regard, 
W. SCOTT. 


FROM F. W. EMMONS. 


During my stay here last summer, (as I think I told you) I associated with a 
_ small Baptist Church, and endeavoured to stir them up to love and to good 


works,—I met with them on Lord’s days—vunited with them in prayer and 


praise, and usually discoursed to them some on the scriptures. During my ab- 
sence some brethren in tie reformation visited here and preached the gospel of 
remission of sins through faith in Jesusas the Messiah and Son of God and 
submission to his government, and made some fifteen or twenty disciples.— 
These they had just constituted into a church as we returned. This as you 
will know, was most grateful intelligence to us. Last Lord’s day was the 
first meeting; I addressed them on the original gospel preached by Peter,. Acts 
ii, and the constitution and order of things established at the coinmencement of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. ‘To-day we met to break bread, and I addressed 
them on | Peter ii 1, 2, in common with Heb. vi. 1, 2, the unadulterated milk 
of the word—the first principles of the doctrines of Christ. Ihave promised to 
lay before them all the first principles in order; and I begin to feel that I may 
be useful here asa preacher and teacher of Jesus Christ. 
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HYMN. 
By the late Hepner, D. D., late Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 


I prais’d the earth in beauty seen 
| With garlands gay of various green, 
I prais’d the sea whose ample field 
Shone glorious as a silver shield; 
And earth and ocean seein'd to say, 
“ Qur beauties are but for a day !” 


I prais’d the sun, whose chariot roll’d 
On wheels of amber and of gold; 
I prais’d the moon whose sofier eye 
Jeans sweetly through the summer sky; 


And moon and sun in answer said 
“ Our days of light are numbered!” 


Oh God! Oh good hoyond compare! | | § 
If thus thy meaner worksare fair! ee 

If thuaghy bounties gild the span 

Of ruin’d earth and sin‘ul man, 

How glorious must those mansions be 

Where thy redeem'd shall dwell_with Thee! 


ITEMS. 
The passion which we do not conquer will in time reconcile us to any means 
that can aid its gratification. | 


¢ 


It is as hard to receive the words of wisdom from the ungentle, as it is to* 
love or recognize virtue in the austere. | 


If we regard the vicious with indignation we will never gain one to virtue.— 
If we view them with contempt we will never seek to gain one. 


Dr. Priestley,—It is unfortunate indeed, says Priestley, that there are now 
extant so few remains of any of the writers who immediately succeeded the 
apostles, and espetially that we have only a few inconsiderable fragments of 

_Hegesippus, a Jewish Christian who wrote the History of the Christian church 
in continuation of the Acts of the Apostles, and who travelled to Rome about 
the year 160. | 


Mountain scenery.— ‘ There is a charm connected with mountains, so 
powerful, that the merest mention of their magnificent features kindles the ima- - 
gination, and carries the spirit at once into the bosom of their enchanted re- 

gions. [Tow the mind is filled with their vast solitude! Whoever has not 
climbed their long and heathy ascents, and seen the trembling mountain flowers, 
the glowing moss, the richly tinted lichens under foot, and scented the fresh 
aroma of the uncultivated sod; heard the wild cry of the mountain plover, the 
raven and the eagle, aad seen the russet hues of distant slopes, the livid gashes 
of ravines, precipices; the silver line of falling waters, @nd the whirling clouds 
at his feet; and cast his gaze over lakes and forests, islands and smoaking 


owns, to the ocean’s brink knows nothing of the splendid sublimity asa 
_ beauty of mountain scenery. : 
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ANOTHER EVANGELIST IN THE FIELD. 


The brethren at Wilmington, have unanimously elected brother Taffee as 


their Evangelist for the present year. } 

Brother Taffee is a gentleman of most respectable talents, of unexceptionable 
morals, and the finest sensibility. I notice sensibility, for if this quality were 
respected in all who possessit as it ought to be, some of our most excellent 
laborers would be saved many a pang. We had the happiness of an introduc- 
tion to brother Taffee, last summer, during our visit to Wilmington, and then 
formed a very favorable opinion of his character. “He is said to be the most 
suitable person in the seven churches by whom he has been unanimously chosen 


to be a soldier. Heretofore he has maintained a very respectable standing at 
the bar and was, if [ @m not very much mistaken, State’s Attorney for Clinton 
county. | | 

We wish brother Taffee all success in his new but noble emp'oyment, of con- 
verting men to Gody May he continue to be what he gver has been an example 
tothe brethren. May bis labors flourish in precious fruit to God through Christ. 
May he be to Christ and the brethren as acceptable as Zenas the lawyer was 
to our grand Apostle Paul, and may the brethren on their part respect both his 


feelings and his rights. | Epiror. , 
SCHOOL FOR CIVIL ENGINEERS 
At Georgetown, Kentucky. 


Tue Professor of Mathematics, in Georgetown College, educated at West- 
Point, will organize a corps of Civil Engineers onthe Ist of May, 1835, being 
the day on which the Summer Session of the Georgetown College will com- 
mence.—Students entering the, class will not be required to study any other 
branches than such as are necessary to qualify them for the business of an En- 
gineer. Vacations will be devoted to the practical part of the course, the Pro- 
fessor himself attending the class, furnished with the necessary instruments for 
Surveying a Route, and Levelling a Road, or Canal. Any one who has Jearm- 
ed Plane Geometry may become a practical and Scientifi@ Engineer in two 
sessions. Half this time will suffice for one who has learned Surveying, Che- 
mistry, and Natural Philosophy. : 

When it is known that a young man of ordinary skill in Engineering can 

‘command $1200 or $1500 a year in any part of the United States, and that an 

Engineer of high standing receives from $3000 to $5000 per annum—and fur- 

_ thermore, that the demand for such, is increasing in a ten-fold ratio faster than 

the supply— it will be readily admitted, that no pursuit can be resorted to, by 

the young men of this country, alike honorable and lucrative. There isa demand 

at this time for not less than 100@Engineers (principal and subordinate) in the 

Mississippi Valley, and the deficiency is highly injurious to the interests of our 
country, and to the character of our public works. 


TERMS. 
For instruction during the Session of Five Months the College feeof $ 20 
in advance, will be charged. -. | | 
_. For the attendance of the Professor in making a Reconnoisance during the 
vacation, anextra feeof $10 will be required, in advance, of each student 


| | 
3  @ttending the company—every one defre ying nis Own expenses, 
| 
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